HISTORICAL  DIALECTICS
man is liable to change, that this change is uninter-
rupted and is what we call life.    It is also indisputable
that the change is sometimes slow and gradual and
sometimes violent, taking the form of conflict and strife
of all sorts.     By choosing suitable distances and by
selecting those changes and events which seem to be
opposed to each other, we shall always be able to state
a dialectical contradiction and a dialectical development.
The result will be the surer as it is of our own making.
It is as if a   man  should, from the regular series of
numbers, select the numbers i, 4, 9, 16, 25, 36, 49, etc.,
and then proclaim his discovery that numbers progress
by squares.    If we select other phenomena less distant
from one another, we may find that development pro-
ceeds in a straight line.    It is the same with the indi-
vidual.   When we consider his life as a whole, we shall
find an uninterrupted evolution ;   when, however, we
compare him as he appears in his sixtieth year with
what he was in his twentieth, we shall be sure to find
a number of contradictions, at least that between age
and youth.
Therefore, what Marx says in The Poverty of Philo-
sophy, " No progress without contradiction, that is the
law which civilisation has obeyed up to this day ", is a
law put forward arbitrarily; his assertion is undemon-
strable and at bottom meaningless, because no one can
decide at what moment the new period with its asserted
contradiction actually began. History passes on as
an uninterrupted ceaseless stream, of which no one
knows either the beginning or the end, nor are any
man's eyes sharp enough to discover any partition or
interruption in its course. The usual divisions into his-
torical periods are artificial and subjective, absolutely
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